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What All Rise Means to Will County

Jason Florin
In Will County, All Rise means that a man like Michael L. can get another chance. Michael is a perfect example of the possibilities that drug courts provide.

Michael is cognitively delayed and fell in with some terrible people from his neighborhood in the south suburbs of Chicago. He started using drugs with these gang members and was tricked into committing residential burglaries by these people, who were selfishly taking advantage of his limitations. Michael was caught with stolen property from several homes, which he readily admitted to police. Despite some mental difficulties, Michael was found fit for trial and sat in jail to await a sentence. But then his public defender made a recommendation that Michael explore drug court, which he knew was well-established and well-respected in Will County. This was the first step toward Michael’s new future.

Michael was open to the idea of drug court, and his history made him a good candidate for the program. The drug court team jumped at the idea of giving Michael the opportunity to avoid a conviction and to be a success story. On February 28, 2008, Michael officially became a member of the drug court by signing his contract, thus beginning an incredible year-long journey. He began riding the train from his home to participate in treatment and attend court every week. Michael also started engaging in community service work at the local humane society, where he became a welcome part of the canine crew. His positive presence became famous in drug court, as he and the judge developed a true bond.  According to his mother, the drug court team was like a second family for Michael. Michael had a tremendous knack for honesty and simplicity that helped make his experience in drug court so encouraging to his peers and to the team. 

In February 2009, Michael went before the judge one final time to receive his graduation plaque and to hear those wonderful words: that his case had been dismissed. His applause was the loudest that day.

Since graduation, we have had the privilege of seeing Michael return to visit drug court and report that he is still doing well and avoiding the people who caused him the trouble in the first place. His mother has also stayed in touch and is grateful for the chance that her son was given.

Because of people like Michael, in Will County we All Rise!
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